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ABSTRACT 



This curriculum guide presents the components of a U.S. 
history course examining the causes and immediate effects of the opening of 
Japan to American trade and diplomacy by Commodore Matthew C. Perry's 
1853-1854 Japanese expedition. The first part of the guide introduces the 
goals of the course. Next, the student objectives of the course are listed, 
emphasizing the basic understanding of the following: (1) the social 

institutions, political institutions, economic institutions, and 
international relations of the Tokugawa Shogunate at the time of the 
expedition; (2) political and economic motivations of the Fillmore 
administration to send the expedition to Japan; (3) the roles of Commodore 
Matthew C. Perry and Masahiro Abe; and (4) the general provisions of the 
Treaty of Kanagawa. The student learning activities of the course are then 
detailed, highlighting the pre-test, an essay, group discussions, and an oral 
presentation. The remainder of the curriculum guide provides the method of 
student evaluation, the time frame for the exercise, and the pre-test 
instrument. Contains a bibliography. (TGI) 



***************************************************************************** 

* Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 

* from the original document. 



ED 407 969 




HISTORY 



"THE 'BLACK SHIPS' AND SAKOKU: 

COMMODORE MATTHEW C. PERRY'S EXPEDITION TO JAPAN" 




Use In: UNITED STATES HISTORY TO 1865 



BY 



TED FINKELSTON 

Asian Studies Module 
St. Louis Community College at Meramec 



A- 








' 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OP EDUCATION \ 

Office of Educational Research and Improvement j 


“PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS 
MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY 


EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION 
. CENTER (ERIC) j 

tysaThis document haa been reproduced as ' 

'received from the person or organization j 

originating it 

□ Minor changes have been made to improve 
reproduction quality. j 


T. Finkelstori 


• Points of view or opimona stated in thia docu- 
ment do not necessarily represent official | 

OERI position or policy. | C\ 


TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC).” j 


V - . y £ 





BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



THE “BLACK SHIPS” AND SAKOKU : 
COMMODORE MATTHEW C. PERRY’S EXPEDITION 

TO JAPAN (1853-1854) 



HST: 101 United States History to 1865 

Theodore Finkelston, Ph.D. 

Department of History 

St. Louis Community College at Meramec 



1. Goals 



To introduce students to the causes and immediate effects of the opening of Japan to 
American trade and diplomacy by the expedition of Commodore Matthew C Perry to Japan 
m 1853-1854. y v 

To have students develop a knowledge and understanding of the events, 
personalities, and ideas surrounding the Perry expedition to Japan from American and 
Japanese points of view. 



2. Student Objectives 

a. The student should have a basic understanding of the social institutions of the 
Tokugawa Shogunate at the time of the expedition. 

b. The student should have a basic understanding of the political institutions of 
the Tokugawa Shogunate at the time of the expedition. * 

c. The student should have a basic understanding of the economic institutions of 

the Tokugawa Shogunate at the time of the expedition. 

d. The student should have a basic understanding of the international relations 
of the Tokugawa Shogunate at the time of the expedition. 

e. The student should have a basic understanding of the political motivations of 

the Fillmore Administration to send the expedition to Japan. 

f. The student should have a basic understanding of the economic motivations of 
the Fillmore Administration to send the expedition to Japan. 

g. The student should be able to identify and explain the role of Commodore 

Matthew C. Perry. 

h. The student should be able to identify and explain the role of Masahiro Abe. 

i. The student should be able to identify and explain the general provisions of the 

Treaty of Kanagawa. 



3. Student Learning Activities 



a. A pre-test will be given prior to the assignment. See attached. 

b. The following materials will be put on reserve in the Library for students to 
check out and read: 

Peter Duus, The Japanese Discovery of America: A Brief History with 
Documents . Boston, Bedford, 1996. The student will read Part 1 and 
Sections 1-4 of Part 2. (This book will also be available in the College 
Bookstore for purchase.) 

James Fellows, “After centuries of Japanese isolation, a fateful meeting of 
East and West,” Smithsonian . July 1994, v25 n4, 20-33. 

Treaty of Kanagawa, March 31, 1854. 



Students with special needs will be able to check out the all materials and take them 
to the Access Office on campus where they can receive the type of support services 
best suited to their needs. 



c. After reading the articles the student will write an out of class essay which will 
“Compare and Contrast the Japanese and the American positions as to why 
Japan should or should not end its policy of isolation.” This essay will be turned 
in for evaluation. 



d. During the class period in which the essay has been turned in the students will be 
divided up into groups of three to discuss “Why did Japan End its Isolation?” 

e. After the discussion each group will submit a written statement of their 
conclusions and be prepared to present an oral summation to the rest of the class. 



4. Student Evaluation 



Evaluation will be based on the out of class essay (80%) and the group statement 
(20%) and how well they demonstrated a basic understanding of the objectives as 
outlined above in item #2 (a through i ). The essay and group statement will 
constitute the post-test for the material. 

5. Time Frame 



The suggested time frame for this exercise is two hours of class time. 
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Pre-Test for The “Black Ships” and Sokoku : Commodore 
Matthew C. Perry Expedition to Japan (1853-1854): 

1. The government of Japan at the time of the Perry Expedition was the: 

a. Meiji. 

b. Tokugawa Shogunate. 

c. Quing Dynasty. 

d. kamikaze. 

2. When Commodore Perry arrived in Japan he was: 

a. received with great celebrations. 

b. arrested and sent to prison. 

c. accepted as an equal to the emperor. 

d. told to leave at once and not to return. 

3. Perry’s fleet was known in Japan as the: 

a. “Golden Doves.” 

b. “devil boats.” 

c. “Black Ships.” 

d. “The Great White Fleet.” 

4. The United States was primarily interested in Japan because it contained: 

a. gold. 

b. new markets for American goods. 

c. silk. 

d. coal. 

5. The Japanese treated shipwrecked sailors with: 

a. kindness. 

b. as unfortunate immigrants. 

c. severity. 

d. compassion. 

6. By the time of Perry’s expedition the Japanese: 

a. had many converts to Christianity. 

b. had expelled or killed all Christians. 

c. hoped Perry brought Christian missionaries in his fleet. 

d. only recognized the Jesuits as true Christians. 
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7. Even though the Japanese followed a policy of isolation they allowed the 

to settle in a trading post near Nagasaki. 

a. Spanish 

b. English 

c. Portuguese 

d. Dutch 

8. What other Asian country became an object lesson to the Japanese when they confronted 
the West? 

a. Korea. 

b. China. 

c. Viet Nam. 

d. Mongolia. 

9. The Japanese used the term sakoku to describe their: 

a. opening of Japan to the West. 

b. policy of isolation. 

c. admiration for the West. 

d. concern for Western industrialism. 

10. Perry’s expedition to Japan ended with the signing of Japan’s first treaty with a 
Western nation. The treaty was known as: 

a. The Treaty of Kanghwa. 

b. The Treaty of Shimonoseki. 

c. The Treaty of Portsmouth. 

d. The Treaty of Kanagawa. 
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